The Missing Dollar – Solution

The confusion arises in the statement that the men ended up paying $9 each and then adding the $2 that the clerk kept: The $2 is contained within the $9 each that they paid, and should not be added to the $27 that they paid in total. They paid $25 to the Hotel, $2 to the clerk and got back $3.



The Three men. $30





Hotel Till. $30





The Three Men. $3





Manager to Clerk. $5





Clerk. $2





Hotel Till. $25





Money Total:


25 + 2 + 3 = 30








